Basic Principles of Cardiac Electrophysiology.
This article represents an overview of the basic concepts of cardiac electrophysiology. This relatively new field became a subspecialty of cardiology in the mid-1990s due to the rapid development of equipment that allowed the study and cure of cardiac arrhythmias percutaneously. Simultaneously, technology provided the field with percutaneous cardiac implantable electronic devices designed to protect patients from life-threatening bradyarrhythmias and tachyarrhythmias. Recently, the field has focused on the ablative treatment of atrial fibrillation, the most common arrhythmia facing an aging population, and the diagnosis and management of many inherited arrhythmias through advances in understanding of their genetic cause.